
 

 

                                                               

 
 
Minutes - La Jolla Town Council Thursday, February 10, 2017, La Jolla Recreation Center, 615 Prospect 
Street La Jolla CA 92037 
 
Call to Order: Ann Kerr Bache, President Called the meeting to order  
Roll Call: Gail Forbes agreed to take minutes for secretary in absentia. Roll call by the President. 
Present: Ann Kerr Bache, Steve Haskins, Cathy Jones, Ron Jones, Cindy McGowan, Maureen Murphy, Joe 
Piroshky, Lawrence Zynga, Yolanda De Raque, Elizabeth King. 
Absent: Charles Hartford, Cindy Greater and Jessica Von Buelow 
Pledge of Allegiance. Ann Kerr Bache 
Vote on December 2016 Minutes: Approved as distributed electronically by unanimous vote. Motion: Jones  
Seconded: Pitrofsky. Noted that the minutes of the Forum on the La Jolla Recreation Center Meeting were 
included. 
President’s Report: President Ann introduced Sammy Ladeki, owner of Sammy’s Pizza located at Pearl and 
Draper. Thanked for the plethora of Pizza’s and salads and welcome back to your La Jolla Business location. 
Thanked for supporting the La Jolla Town Council. 
 
Vote on Ratification of Joint and Standing Committee’s Consent Agenda:  
 
The President asked for motions to approve and ratify the actions taken at the meeting of the La Jolla 
Community Planning Association (LJCPA). 
La Jolla Community Planning Association: 
La Jolla Planned District Ordinance  
La Jolla Shores Planned District Advisory  
La Jolla Coastal Development Permit  
Motion to approve actions taken at February 3rd meeting. Haskins ; second Joe Pitrofsky. Approved. 
Traffic and Transportation: Actions from January meeting 
 
Approved street closures and parking for La Jolla Concours event April 7-9, 2017 at Scripp’s Park in support 
of the La Jolla Historical Society.    
Approved La Jolla Christmas Parade & Holiday Festival street closures and no parking related to 60th 
annual event on Dec 3rd, 2017.  
Approved T&T Committee Decision to Deny  La Jolla Community and Holiday Parade’s request for 
Temporary Road Closures and No Parking areas for Sunday December 3, 2017. 
Motion to Approve Joe Pitrofsky; Second Ron Jones - Approved with 1 abstention (Ann Kerr Bache) 
 
Vote on La Jolla Parks & Beaches Variance from Summer Moratorium 
President introduced Phyllis Minick from La Jolla Parks and Beaches. She requested the La Jolla Town Council 
support a Suspension of the Summertime Moratorium (Memorial Day to Labor Day) on coastal construction 
projects in La Jolla, specifically Children’s Pool Walk, from Children’s Pool to the Climbing Wall. A suspension 
or waiver will permit improvements on the (six-year-old) Coastal project previously approved. With the LJTC 
approval all four organizations will have approved the waiver and hopefully the project can be completed before 
the winter Pupping Season beach closures. 
Motion to approve a waiver of the Summer Moratorium: Joe P. /second Cathy Jones. Passed  
 
UCSD - Anu Dehlouri- Asst Director of Communications announced update of Notice of Preparation (NOP) that 
the University of California, San Diego is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report on the Mesa Housing Nuevo 
West and East project. Ready for comments from the public. Deadline for comments 2-17-17, 
    http://physicalplanning.ucsd.edu/environmental/pub_notice.html  
 



 

 

Vice Chancellor Gallagher of Scripps Institute of Oceanography will speak about Building D regarding impact of 
plans at La Jolla Community Planning Association regular meeting March 2,2017  
 
La Jolla Town Council Vacancy declared. The president presented Nominating Statement from Gail Forbes 
to stand for election. Gail was introduced and made a brief statement regarding candidacy. 
 
Sea Lions at the Cove President stated that a priority is the LJTC Community Task Force Call for Action. 
Requested that the mayor recognize the health and safety issue of the La Jolla Cove pollution. Seek volunteers 
from Beach users and Beach Organizations. The La Jolla Town Council has the will and the ability to act as a 
contractor. No response to the November 2106 letter to the Mayor was received except for an email auto-reply, 
City Attorney Opinion was issued regarding the Call that indicated City could not transfer authority to a non-
profit organization and it has been widely assumed this means the our request is invalid. However, upon 
reading the opinion, it is clear that the Call for Action misconstrued. First, there was no request to 
Transfer, rather to Designate the LJTC (representing the Community Task Force) and Authorize to Act on 
behalf of the City as proscribed in the MMPA. City Attorney ruled regarding non-profits but our coalition, 
Included a number of for-profit entities anyone of which could be a contractual vehicle. We still await any 
response from City Hall but understand another study was launched and results are imminent – we urge the 
Mayor and City Hall act to acknowledge the public health and safety problem. 
   
LJ Rec Center Forum:  The suggestions and ideas and results of the Public Forum on the LJ Recreation 
Center held by the Town Council in December have been sent to the Advisory Board. The Rec Center 
Board meets the fourth Wednesday at 5 at the Rec Center.  
 
 
Introduction of Political Representatives  
Brian Elliott from Congressman Scott Peters- new committee assignments to Veterans’ Affairs, Environment & 
Economy, Energy & CARS. Regarding complaints to the Federal Aviation Agency regarding increased airplane 
noise in La Jolla; the cause is under study.  Brian is the office liaison. 
 
City Council member from District One, Barbara Bry. 
 
City Councilmember Bry, in office for two months, expressed pleasure at being able to attend the meeting. Her 
La Jolla Priorities are to insure that La Jolla is safe, clean and prosperous. She encourages the continuation 
and reinvigoration of Neighborhood Watch programs, She is concerned about short term vacation rentals in 
single family zones when the owner does not occupy the premises. She supports rentals when the owner is on 
a short term vacation or when an owner occupied room or apartment is rented for extra income or to provide 
housing. Torrey Pines Road Improvements will be monitored. Sea Lions - community is united. The Mayor has 
the power and the responsibility.  Mayor is waiting for a report by Dr. Hannon-a Coastal Management Study. 
Councilmember Bry outlined the budget process for the City beginning with the April submission and May 
hearings. $30-50 million payment to pensions will be required.  
 
Councilmember Bry was reminded of the three part series of Hearings,’ Crisis in the Cove’ organized 
and held by LJTC, the LJTC Community Task Force of all LJ organizations and many businesses, the 
Call for Action and letter sent to City Hall in November and the willingness of the community to join 
forces to find the best solution.  
 
Questions from the public covered: 

• Police Department staffing- Mayor has requested a 3.5% cut from every department, not just police. 
• Sales Tax and Real Estate taxes are increased sources of income for 2017-18.  
• Police staffing a priority for 8 of 9 council members.  
• Torrey Pines Corridor progress will include the pedestrian traffic light at Princess Street crosswalk.  
• The retaining wall along Torrey Pines may not have funding.  
• Street resurfacing Treat the issue as a project with the political will. 

 
Intermission granted by President to prepare for Forum 
 
 
6:00 pm LJTC Forum on Homelessness  
 
Invited Speakers: Deacon Jim Vargas, OFM, Father Joe’s Village  
“Working Together to Reduce the Number of People Living & Sleeping on the Streets in San Diego”. 
Stacie Spector, City of San Diego "An Update on Homelessness in San Diego. “supported by Tina Bryan,  
 



 

 

Panelists:  
SDPD from Northern Division San Diego Police Dept. Public Safety :Captain Tina Williams; Lt Danny Grubbs; 
Bruce Bracht,Beach Team; Community Liaison Officer Relations, Larry Hesselgesser. 
LJTC Crime Watch Committee : Cynthia Chasen, Katherine Douglas.  
 
 
Speakers presented very detailed descriptions of the problems associated with homelessness and the variety 
of solutions for dealing with the broad and very complex spectrum of issues and causes. San Diego has the 
fourth largest population of homeless in the nation, approximately 8,700 people and the second highest number 
of homeless Veterans.  20% of the homeless are families (1700 parents). San Diego has the lowest vacancy 
rate for housing in the United States. Housing first is the consensus solution to break the cycle of 
homelessness. 
 
Spector outlined a SD five-point action plan: 
 
1. Set up 100 beds immediately 
2. Get more out of operations with space planning 
3. Bed availability hotline with Regional Task Force 
4. Family Reunification Project 300 people commit to provide housing with 3 months, 6 months, 1 year, and two 
year follow ups. 
5. Request for Qualifications(RFQ) from Providers for 300-600 beds, consolidate and form a Support Service 
Assessment Center (SSA) Center that will move people through the system using a form of triage. Try to 
support a low barrier to getting housing for those on the streets. 
 
Questions:  
 
Donations? Always welcome, money, goods volunteer hours at Father Joe’s Village, the largest facility and 
program for rehabilitation. 
 
Questions addressed by SDPD 

• Aggressive or violent behavior:  what to do? Call police 
• Sleeping on Private property : Call police. 
• Property Owners can obtain a LETTER OF VAGRANCY  covering    the hours of 9:30p.m. - 5 

A.M. Statistics yield attention. Incentives to prod homeless into a program and a path to 
success.   

 
Smart Program.is a pilot program wherein the  judicial system provides an  impetus to change behavior. 
Celibate Inebriate Program. Police treat Homeless with compassion . They have a Homeless Outreach Team 
(HOT). Statistics on response times improved. Statistics drive asset allocation.  
 

• Homelessness can be seen as an ecosystem: Food,health,security,shelter(rental market),drug and 
alcohol addictions, mental health, charitable impulses, begging and soliciting. 

• What behavior is  enabling? is a complex question. Handout locations often trashed,provide a feel 
good ,short term solution to one aspect(hunger) but no long term reason to change. 

• Does the community need education? Pacific Beach Faith group currently working with  Public Safety. 
• Downtown San Diego has a Clean and Safe Program. Homeless people in your neighborhood are 

your neighbors.  
 
Capain Jerry Hara urges communication about homelessness whether through 911 or non-emergency line.   
Stay away orders can be effected that limit the proximity of illegal lodging to 100 yards away. 
 
Panhandling at Torrey Pines Fire station and other major intersections? Is that a traffic hazard? Can 
panhandlers be cited? Is citation enforceable? Affects tourism as well as unsafe to auto and pedestrian. 
Complexity re-emphasized. Conflicting rights of free speech and assembly versus the nuisance factor. They 
are obtaining money. Need to break the cycle of behavior. Rapid rehousing a goal. Affordable housing a goal. 
Use of drugs and alcohol, animal ownership often a barrier to entry to shelter. Often barriers are self-imposed 
by a reluctance to change. Mental problems a factor in homelessness.  
  
How to lower barriers and stay safe healthy? Medical clinics an aid to improved health and may be a gateway 
to treatment. UC San Diego works with health problems. More information on a website more specific 
information for public learn Best Practices. Allan Sharkey working on that in Northern Division. Information in 
Telephone Directories, including the Blue Book. Newspaper article in local news. How to help and what to do. 
 



 

 

 
7:30 Airport Noise.  
 
The President expressed apologies for the delay in presentation as a result of the excellent but lengthy 
Forum to allow for interaction with and entertaining many questions from the audience. 
 
Len Gross petition to Fed Aviation Agency regarding noise from airliner flights above La Jolla. Meeting on the 
complaints on Feb 15, 4:00 p.m. at the SD Lindbergh Field. Make a 3-minute presentation if you attend. Urges 
co-operation to solve the problem. Margo Schwab opined that jet liner noise will affect quality of life, real estate 
values. Lower fuel uses a factor in changes to the altitude and landing pattern of airplanes to diminish carbon 
footprint.  She suggests looking on the internet at “Flight Radar 24” for accurate information. Prediction is that 
flight altitude will be lower in March. 
 
Noise will be more prominent in summer when windows are open; cold weather may have precluded residents 
from noticing the increase. If your property is affected, as an owner, you can ask for relief from the city with an 
adjustment in tax value of the property due to noise detriment. Petitions are available for signature. A steering 
committee is working to get results and answers. They are collating information on geographic areas affected. 
The echo chamber /amphitheater effect of La Jolla Shores topography well known; weather conditions may 
play a part in noisiness. Complaints from Bird Rock, Mount Soledad. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

pro tempore Gail Forbes 

Charles Hartford, Secretary 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Deacon Vargas and Stacie Spector Presentations 

   

 


